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N SUBJECT 

1 Attacking the king in the centre. 

2 Manoeuvres to avoid castling. 

3 The h7-bishop sacrifice. 

4 Attacking with opposite side castled kings. 

5 Opening files against the castled king. 

6 Square weaknesses in the castled position. 

7 The central rupture against a wing attack. 

8 The king-hunt. 

9 The sacrifice for development. 

10 The bishop pair 

11 Open files 

12 Pawn majority 

13 The 7th rank 

14 The space advantage 

15 Weak squares 

16 The bad bishop 

17 The exchage sacrifice 

18 The passed pawn 

19 Blocking the passed pawn 

20 Simplification 

21 Centralization 

22 The positional pawn sacrifice. 

23 Superiority in the attacking forces. 

24 Playing with the major pieces. 

25 Sacrificing the knight on f5. 

26 Piece cooperation. 

27 Semi-open files on the queenside. 

28 The minority attack. 

29 The piece sacrifice on "e6". 

30 The piece sacrifice on "h6". 

31 Pawn islands 

32 The backward pawn. 

33 The isolated pawn 

34 The pair of isolated pawns. 

35 Hanging pawns. 

36 Weaknesses in the castled king position. 

37 Attacking the castled king. The h7-bishop sacrifice. 

38 The dynamic value of pieces 

39 Opposite coloured bishops in the middle game 

40 The blocked pawn chain 

41 Strong squares 

42 Pawn islands. 

43 The Counter Attack. 

44 Creating weak points. 

45 Play on two sides of the board. 
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N SUBJECT 

46 Pawn infiltration in the castled king position. 

47 A pawn sacrifice for the initiative. 

48 The Pin. 

49 Knight against bad bishop. 

50 Opening files with a closed centre 

51 Mobile pawn majorities in the center 

52 The minority attack 

53 The rook attack on the third rank 

54 Frequent structures and typical plans (1) 

55 The passed pawn in the middle game. 

56 The weak pawn on a semi open file. 

57 Playing with pawns. 

58 The positional exchange sacrifice. 

59 Space advantage 

60 The passed pawn 

61 Space advantage on one side of the board. 

62 The positional exchange sacrifice. Compensation along the diagonal. 

63 The positional exchange sacrifice. Passed pawns as compensation. 

64 The attack. Opening files on the kingside with a blocked pawn chain. 

65 The exchange sacrifice. Creating weaknesses in the opponent's castled king position. 

66 The choice of a plan after the opening (1) 

67 The choice of a plan after the opening (2). Typical plans 

68 Attacking the pawn centre. 

69 The race with attacks con opposite side castled kings. 

70 Placing pawns on squares of a certain colour. 

71 Attacking the castled ling along the open "h" file. 

72 Face to face isolated pawn structures 

73 The pair of isolated centre pawns. 

74 The control of the open files. 

75 The weakness of the isolated centre pawn in the ending. 

76 The attack on the pawn centre. 

77 The demolition of the castled king. 

78 Pawn majority on the queenside. 

79 Space advantage (1) 

80 Space advantage (2) 

81 Thematic attacks on the castled king (1) 

82 Thematic attacks on the castled king (2) 

83 Attacking the castled king. Positions with a pawn on e5. 

84 The badly placed knight. 

85 Thematic attacks on the uncastled king (1). 

86 Thematic attacks on the uncastled king (2) 

87 Doubled pawns structure 

88 Positions with castled kings on opposite sides (1)  

89 Positions with castled kings on opposite sides (II). 

90 Positions with castled kings on opposite sides (III). 
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N SUBJECT 

91 The decision to castle. 

92 Connected passed pawns. 

93 Obstructing the opponent's development. 

94 The fight for the squares of a fixed colour. 

95 Weakened pawn structures. 

96 Opposite coloured bishops in the middle game. 

97 Thematic attacks on the castled king. Positions with an isolated centre pawn (1). 

98 Thematic attacks on the castled king. Positions with an isolated centre pawn (2). 

99 Thematic attacks on the castled king. Positions with an isolated centre pawn (3). 

100 Thematic attacks on the castled king. Positions with an isolated centre pawn (4). 

101 Knight against bad bishop. Square weaknesses. 

102 Attacking the king in the centre. Ruptures to open lines. 

103 Piece coordination. 

104 The blocked centre. 

105 Open files. 

106 The isolated central pawn with major pieces. 

107 Playing with the closed centre. 

108 The superiority of the bishop over the bishop. 

109 The superiority of the knight over the bishop. 

110 Attacking on the long diagonal. 

111 The pawn sacrifice to obstruct the development. 

112 The knight on an advanced centre square. 

113 The bishop on an open diagonal. 

114 Rook against a minor piece and a pawn (1) 

115 Rook against a minor piece and a pawn (2) 

116 Getting ahead in development. 

117 Weakness of the isolated pawn. 

118 The queenside pawn majority 

119 Queen against rook and knight 

120 Queen against rook and bishop 

121 Attacking on the queenside 

122 The pair of bishops is not always an advantage 

123 The advantage of the pair of bishops 

124 The space advantage. 

125 Concentration of attacking pieces. 

126 The value of the rook without open files. 

127 Pawn weaknesses: the isolated pawn. 

128 Pawn weaknesses: the backward pawn. 

129 The fight for the strong squares. 

130 Attacking the king. 

131 Attacking the castled king on the diagonals. 

132 Attacking the castled king. The h6 bishop sacrifice. 

133 The open file 

134 Piece activity 

135 The central squares 
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N SUBJECT 

136 The centre files 

137 Opening files against the castled king. 

138 The passed pawn 

139 Opening files with castled kings on the same side of the board 

140 The blocked chain of centre pawns 

141 Taking advantage of the open files with opposite side castled kings 

142 Piece coordination. 

143 Rook against two minor pieces (1). 

144 Rook against two minor pieces (2) 

 
 
 

 

 



 eBooks – 1,001 CHESS LESSONS for all levels – FIDE IM A. Martin 

 

 
Page  138 

LESSON 20  

TITLE Simplification. 

 
Material exchanges suppose a decrease in 
the strengths of both players and there-
fore mean a change in the position that 
can be quite significant. This is generally 
known as simplification and the player 
with a material advantage must always try 
to simplify the position to win in a more 
easier way. In our model game Black 
weakens his pawn structure in exchange 
for an attack along the open b-file. But 
White simplifies the position, the attack 
disappears and in the ending the pawn 
weaknesses prove decisive. 
 
In the illustrative games we will see other 
types of advantageous simplifications. For 
example in Neamtu,S - Korchnoi,V 
Black simplifies the position leaving a 
weak pawn on c3, achieving a clear ad-
vantage. 
 
Another of the motives of simplification, 
especially if we have a material advan-
tage, is to parry our opponent's attacking 
threats.The gameKapengut,A - Efi-
mov,Iis illustrative. Black seems to have 
a strong initiative in exchange for two 
white passed pawns on the queenside. But 
after 27.Rg3 White forces the exchange of 
queens, eliminating the black threats and 
in spite of being an exchange down he is 
able to exploit his queenside passed 
pawns.The same can be said about the 
game Euwe,M - Averbakh,Y where the 
queen exchange enables Black to parry 
White's dangerous threats on his castled 
king position. 
 
In the game Reshevsky,S - Woliston,P 
White, on move 14, decided that his at-
tacking options were quite unclear, and 
he preferred to simplify the position. His 
better pawn structure assured him the 
advantage. 
 

But simplification can also be a very im-
portant defensive weapon. In the game 
Steiner,H - Pachman,L Black was 
soon in trouble with his e-pawn, as ex-
changing it for the f3-pawn would leave 
White with a clear superiority. However 
although the simplification initiated with 
14...d5 left him in an ending a pawn 
down, the presence of the rooks and the 
weak white pawns left him with clear 
drawing chances. 
 

MODEL GAME 
 
Karpov,A - Kudriashov,A  
URSS-ch. Moscow, 1972 
Sicilian Defence [B81]  
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 6.g4 [TheKeres Attack, 
very popular in the 70'.] 6...a6 [The main 
alternative is 6...h6 7.h4 Nc6 but the text 
move is also very frequent.] 7.g5 Nfd7 
8.Be3 b5 [Black seeks counter play on 
the queenside. Another equally valid al-
ternative is 8...Nc6 9.h4 Qc7 10.Qe2] 
9.a3 [Also playable is 9.Bg2 Bb7 al-
though White will have to play this move 
sooner or later.] 9...Nb6 10.Qd2 [The 
main line is 10.Rg1 followed by f4 or h4, 
deferring the decision of where to move 
the queen.]  
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10...Qc7?! [Although this move seems 
natural it will cause trouble for Black later 
on. Better is 10...N8d7 followed by ...Bb7 
and ...Rc8 or ...Nc5, creating more threats 
to White's centre.] 11.0-0-0 N8d7 12.f4 
Na4?! [A typical procedure to open up 
the b-file against White's castled king. But 
Black's pieces are not placed conveniently 
to create and serious threats and the a4 
pawn will soon be a weakness. Therefore 
12...Nc4 would have been better.] 
13.Nxa4 bxa4  
 

 
 
14.Ne2 [Now the knight will move to c3, 
to attack the a4-pawn.] 14...Bb7 15.Bg2 
Nc5 16.Nc3 Bc6 [Possibly 16...Rb8 was 
slightly better.]  
 

 

 
17.Bxc5! [Starting a simplification pro-
cedure that changes the position com-
pletely. Black was hoping to obtain coun-
ter play attacking the b2-square but now 
the position develops into an endgame 
where White has a clear advantage.] 
17...dxc5 18.e5! [The exchange of light-
square bishops is an important detail. The 
a4-pawn defender disappears and Black 
loses the pair of bishops.] 18...Be7 
19.Bxc6+ Qxc6 20.Qe2 c4 [Otherwise 
the bishop would be left with few perspec-
tives when White plays his queen to c4.] 
21.Qe4! 
 

 
 
[The queen trade is also important. This 
way the position transforms into an end-
ing and Black doesn't have any attacking 
options. Also the a4-pawn can't be de-
fended.] 21...Rc8 [21...Qxe4 22.Nxe4 
would have saves the a4-pawn momenta-
rily but in the end it is lost. Black trusts 
that the following manoeuvre will allow 
him to exchange one of his weak pawns.] 
22.Qxc6+ Rxc6 23.Nxa4 h6 24.h4 c3 
25.Nxc3 Bxa3 26.Ne4 Be7 27.b3 a5  
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28.c3 [28.Kb2 a4 29.bxa4 Rc4 and Black 
has some counter play.] 28...a4 [Other 
wise White plays his king to b2 and rep-
lies ...a4 with b4.] 29.bxa4 [29.b4? 
Bxb4] 29...Ra6 [Now 29...Rc4 is ans-
wered by 30.Rd4] 30.Rd4  
 

 
 
[White maintains his two-pawn advan-
tage and has an easy win.] 30...hxg5 
31.Nxg5 f6 32.Nf3 Kf7 33.Kc2 Rha8 
34.Ra1 Kg6 35.Rd7 Bc5  
 

 
 
36.h5+ Kf5 37.Rxg7 Kxf4 38.Rf1 
Rxa4 [If 38...f5 39.Rc7] 39.exf6 Ke3 
40.Ne5 Ke2 41.Rb1 Rd8 42.Rd7  
 

 
 
[42.Rg2+ was also winning.] 42...Ra2+ 
43.Rb2 Rxb2+ 44.Kxb2 Rb8+ 
45.Kc2 Ke3 46.h6 Ke4 47.Nf7 Ba3 
48.h7 Rb2+ 49.Kd1 Ke3  
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[The last try, attempting a perpetual 
check on b1 and b2. But White enables 
the c3 square for his king and the h7 
pawn decides the game.] 50.c4 1-0 
 

ILLUSTRATIVE GAMES 
 
Neamtu,S - Korchnoi,V  
Bucarest, 1966 
Caro-Kann Defence [D42]  

 
1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.c4 Nf6 
5.Nc3 e6 6.Nf3 Be7 7.cxd5 Nxd5 
8.Bd3 Nc6 9.0-0 0-0 10.Re1 Nf6 
11.a3 b6 12.Bg5 Bb7 13.Bb1 Rc8 
14.Qd3 g6 15.Ba2 Ng4 16.Bf4 e5 
17.Nxe5 Ngxe5 18.Bxe5 Nxe5 
19.Rxe5 Bf6 20.Ree1 Bxd4 21.Rad1 
Bxc3 22.bxc3 Qg5 23.Qg3 Qxg3 
24.hxg3 Rxc3 25.Rd7 Rxa3 26.Rxb7 
Rxa2 27.Ree7 h5 28.f3 Kg7 29.Kh2 
Kf6 30.Kg1 a5 31.Rec7 Rb2 0-1 
 
Kapengut,A - Efimov,I 
Minsk, 1985 
Sicilian Defence [B33]  

 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 
Nf6 5.Nc3 Nc6 6.Ndb5 d6 7.Bf4 e5 
8.Bg5 a6 9.Na3 b5 10.Bxf6 gxf6 
11.Nd5 f5 12.Bd3 Be6 13.c4 Qa5+ 
14.Kf1 Bxd5 15.exd5 Nd4 16.cxb5 
Bg7 17.Nc4 Qd8 18.b6 0-0 19.Rc1 

Rc8 20.h4 Rc5 21.b4 Rb5 22.a4 
Rxb4 23.Rb1 a5 24.Rh3 e4 25.Rxb4 
axb4 26.Bb1 Qa8 27.Rg3! Qxd5 
28.Rxg7+ Kxg7 29.Ne3 Qe5 30.Qxd4 
Qxd4 31.Nxf5+ Kf6 32.Nxd4 Ke5 
33.Nb5 Kd5 34.a5 Kc5 35.Nc7 d5 
36.Bc2 Rd8 37.Ba4 d4 38.b7 b3 
39.Na6+ Kc4 40.b8Q Rxb8 41.Nxb8 
b2 42.Bc2 Kc3 43.Bb1 Kd2 44.Nc6 
d3 45.Nb4 1-0 
 
Euwe,M - Averbakh,Y  
Zurich, 1953 
Nimzoindia Defence [E58]  

 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.e3 0-0 
5.Bd3 d5 6.Nf3 c5 7.0-0 Nc6 8.a3 
Bxc3 9.bxc3 b6 10.cxd5 exd5 11.Nd2 
Be6 12.Bb2 c4 13.Bc2 b5 14.f3 a5 
15.Re1 Qb6 16.Nf1 b4 17.Qd2 b3 
18.Bb1 a4 19.e4 Ne7 20.Ng3 Kh8 
21.Re2 Nfg8 22.Nh5 f5! 23.Qg5 Rf7 
24.exf5 Bxf5 25.Bxf5 Nxf5 26.Rae1 
[26.Re5] 26...Qd8! 27.Qxd8 Rxd8 
28.Re8 [28.Re6] 28...Rxe8 29.Rxe8 
Re7! 30.Rxe7 Ngxe7 31.Kf2 Kg8 
32.g4? [32.Nf4 Kf7 33.g3 Nd6 34.Ng2 
Nb5 35.Ne3 Ke6 36.Nf1 Nc8 37.Nd2] 
32...Nd6 33.Ke3 Nb5 34.f4 Nc8 35.f5 
Ncd6 36.Nf4 Nxa3! 37.Bxa3 Nb5 
38.Bc1 Nxc3 39.Ne2 Nb1 0-1 
 
Reshevsky,S - Woliston,P [C10]  
USA-ch New York, 1940 

 
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 dxe4 4.Nxe4 
Nd7 5.Nf3 Ngf6 6.Nxf6+ Nxf6 7.Bd3 
c5 8.dxc5 Bxc5 9.0-0 0-0 10.Bg5 b6 
11.Qe2 Bb7 12.Rad1 Qc7 13.Bxf6 gxf6 
14.Be4! [14.Bxh7+ Kxh7 15.Ng5+ Kg6! 
(15...fxg5? 16.Qh5+ Kg7 17.Qxg5+ Kh7 
18.Rd3) ] 14...Rad8 15.Bxb7 Qxb7 
16.Nd2 Be7 [16...f5!? 17.Qh5 Bd4! 
18.Nf3 Bg7] 17.Ne4 Rxd1?! [17...f5] 
18.Rxd1 Rd8 19.Rxd8+ Bxd8 20.Qd3 
Be7 21.h3 Qc7? [21...f5] 22.Qg3+ 
Qxg3 23.Nxg3 Kf8 24.Kf1 Ke8 
25.Ke2 Kd7 26.Kd3 Kc6 [26...f5] 
27.Ne2 Bc5 28.f4 b5? [28...f5] 29.g4 
a6 30.Ke4 Bf8 31.Nd4+ Kd6 32.Nb3 
Be7 33.Nd2 Bf8 [33...Kc5] 34.c4 Kc5 
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35.cxb5 axb5?! [35...Kxb5] 36.Nb3+ 
Kd6 [36...Kc4 37.f5] 37.Nd4 Kc5 38.f5 
e5 39.Nf3 h6 40.h4 Be7 41.h5 Bd6 
42.a3 b4? [42...Kc6] 43.a4 b3 44.Nd2 
Kb4 45.a5 Kxa5? [45...Bc5 46.a6 Kb5 
47.Nxb3 Bb6 48.Kd5 Kxa6 49.Nd2] 
46.Nc4+ 1-0 
 
Steiner,H - Pachman,L  
Venecia, 1950 
Nimzoindia Defence [E28]  

 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.a3 
Bxc3+ 5.bxc3 0-0 6.e3 d6 7.Bd3 e5 
8.Ne2 e4 9.Bb1 b6 10.Ng3 Re8 11.f3 
Bb7 12.0-0 Nbd7 13.Ra2 c5 14.Raf2 
d5! [14...exf3 15.gxf3] 15.cxd5 Bxd5 
16.fxe4 Nxe4 17.Nxe4 Bxe4 18.Bxe4 
Rxe4 19.Rxf7 Nf6 20.Qb3 Qd5 
21.Qxd5 Nxd5 22.dxc5 Nxe3! 
[22...bxc5 23.R7f5 Nxe3 24.Rxc5] 
23.Bxe3 Rxe3 24.cxb6 axb6 25.Rc7 
Re6 26.a4 h6 27.Rf4 Rae8 28.h3 
Rg6 29.Kf2 Re5 30.g4 Rge6 31.h4 
Re2+ 32.Kg3 R2e3+ 33.Rf3 R3e4 
34.h5 Re7 35.Rc6 R7e6 36.Rxe6 
Rxe6 37.Kf4 Rc6 38.Ke5 Rc5+ 
[38...Rc4 39.Rg3 Rxa4 40.Kd5] 39.Kd6 
Rc4 40.Rg3 Kf7 41.Rf3+ Ke8 42.Rg3 
Kf7 43.a5! [43.Kd5 Rc5+ 44.Kd4 Rg5] 
43...bxa5 44.Kd5 Rf4 45.c4 Ke8 
46.Kc5 Kd7 47.Kb5 Kc7 48.c5 Rf1 
49.g5 Rb1+ 50.Kxa5 Kc6 51.gxh6 
gxh6 52.Rg6+ Kxc5 53.Ka6 Rh1 
54.Rxh6 Kd5 55.Rh8 Ke6 ½-½ 
 

TACTICAL POSITIONS 
 
In the following positions try to find a 
tactical solution to decide the game. Ma-
terial exchange plays a fundamental role. 
 
Position 1.Difficulty level: easy 
 

 
 
White to play. Black has just moved his 
knight to e4 but this move is a mistake. 
Why? 
 
Position 2.Difficulty level: medium 
 

 
 
White to play. His c3-knight is under at-
tack, but nevertheless he has an advanta-
geous continuation. How? 
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Position 3.Difficulty level: high 
 

 
 
Black to play.With a rook and two ad-
vanced pawns for two pieces Black is 
clearly better. How can he take advantage 
of the situation? 
 

Solutions to last lesson's 
tactical positions: 

 
1) Capablanca,J - Villegas,A. Buenos 
Aires, 1914 
32.Qe5+ Kf8 33.Qxd6+ Qxd6 34.c7 
1-0 
 
2) Pillsbury,H - Gunsberg,I. Hast-
ings, 1895 
27.f5! g5 [27...gxf5 28.gxf5 exf5 29.Nf4] 
28.Nb4 a5 29.c6! Kd6 30.fxe6 Nxc6 
[30...axb4 31.e7 Kxe7 32.c7] 31.Nxc6 
Kxc6 32.e4! dxe4 33.d5+ Kd6 
34.Ke3 b4 35.Kxe4 a4 36.Kd4 h5 
37.gxh5 a3 38.Kc4 f5 39.h6 f4 40.h7 
1-0 
 
3) Milenkovic - Stankov. Yugoslavia, 
1970 
1...Rxc6! [1...Kc7 2.Ka7 Re8 (2...Rxc6!) 
3.b6+ Kxc6 4.b7 Kc7 5.h4 g5 6.h5] 
2.bxc6 g5! 3.a7 f5 4.c7 f4! 5.h4 g4 
6.h5 h6! 0-1 
 

Solve the Endgame: 
 
In this lesson we will analyse an interest-
ing ending with opposite colour bishops:  
 

 
 
White to play. His passed pawns on the 
queenside guarantee the win but certain 
precision is required. How must he con-
tinue? 
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Solution to last lesson's endgame: 
 

 
 

Alekhine,A - Yates,F 
Hastings, 1926 

 
33.d4! [Although Black will have a 
passed pawn White's advantage is very 
clear after this advance, as the knight will 
block the pawn efficiently and Black's bi-
shop becomes a "bad bishop" because his 
pawns are blocked on light squares, whe-
reas the dark squares can't be defended.] 
33...c4 34.f5! [Clearing the f4-
square.Black can't accept the pawn.] 
34...g5 [If 34...gxf5 35.Nf4 Bc6 36.Nxh5 
and White's h-pawn is very dangerous.] 
35.h4 [White insists to gain control over 
the f4 square.] 35...f6 36.hxg5! [36.e6 
gxh4 37.gxh4 Kd6 is unclear.] 36...fxg5 
37.Ng1! Bd7 [If 37...h4 38.g4! Ba4 
39.Ke2! c3 40.Nf3 c2 41.Kd2 Bb5 42.Nxg5 
Be2 43.f6+ Ke8 44.e6 Bxg4 45.f7+ Ke7 
46.Nh7] 38.f6+ Ke8 [If 38...Kf7 39.Nf3 
g4 (39...Kg6 is bad because of 40.Nxg5) 
40.Ng5+ (40.Nh4 is also good, to take the 
knight to f4, as in the game.) 40...Kg6 
41.f7 Kg7 42.e6 Bxe6 43.Nxe6+ Kxf7 
44.Nf4] 39.Nf3 g4 40.Nh4 Be6 
41.Ng6 Bf7 42.Nf4 Kd7 43.Ke2 a5 
44.Ke3 Bg8 [Black is in zugzwang. If 
44...a4 45.a3] 45.Nxh5 Bf7 46.Nf4 Bg8 
47.Ne2 Be6 48.Kf4 Ke8 49.Kg5 Kf7 
50.Nc3 Kf8 [Black was in zugzwang 
again.] 51.Kg6 Kg8 52.f7+ Kf8 
[52...Bxf7+ 53.Kf6 is the same.] 53.Kf6 
Bxf7 54.e6 Bh5 55.Nxd5 Be8 56.Nc3 
1-0 
 
  




