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Preface

The Najdorf Variation of the Sicilian Defence, named after the great Polish-
Argentine grandmaster, is one of the most popular chess openings at all levels. It
has been championed by many elite players, the three most notable being the
world champions Robert Fischer, Garry Kasparov and Viswanathan Anand. It enjoys
a reputation as a very theoretically sound and uncompromising weapon. The
positions that arise in the Najdorf are among the most complex and double-edged
positions you can get out of any opening, making it a very interesting, but also
demanding choice. The Najdorf has been a part of my repertoire for many years,
bringing me many good results.

This book is an ambitious project. | decided to thoroughly investigate the sharpest
line of the Najdorf Variation, namely 6.£.g5, and produce a master repository of
the current state of its theory. The book you hold is the result of many months of
research and analysis. It is one step ahead of the presently established theory,
because | based a lot of my analysis on new correspondence and computer games.
During my work, | discovered many subtle nuances as well as spectacular shots. The
material can be challenging in its complexity, but also rewarding in its beauty.

The book is intended mainly for advanced and expert players. It is surely worth
studying even for very strong grandmasters. In general, the higher your level, the
more benefit you will gain from memorizing the lines from the book. However,
weaker players can also benefit from studying the material and trying to
understand the complex variations. It will certainly improve their tactical intuition.
lincluded a large number of exercises (using critical positions from all the chapters),
in which the reader is required to find the best continuation. | believe the process
of solving these will greatly help the reader not only to memorize the lines, but also
to enhance their tactical and positional skills.

My three most important sources were: Hiarcs 14zb Opening Book, an invaluable
tool which provided a tree of the variations based on high-level correspondence
and computer games; Parimarjan Negi’s 1.e4 vs The Sicilian | — a modern classic
which hardly needs any introduction; and David Vigorito’s Playing the Najdorf: A
Practical Repertoire, which is (in my opinion) the best book on the Najdorf to date.
For other sources see the bibliography.



Armed with this book’s knowledge, you can enter the tactical jungle of the 6.£.g5

Najdorf with both colors with confidence. | wish you great success in this most
exciting of chess variations!

Lukasz Jarmula,
Warsaw, September 2021
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8. Yd3

1.e4 c5 2.3 d6 3.d4 cxd4
4.0\xd4 6 5.2\c3 a6
6.2g5 e6 7.f4 Whe 8.Wd3!?

EAs ©o E

4 444
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Chapter Guide

Chapter 1 - 8.%d3

1.e4 ¢5 2.3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 4.2 xd4 D f6 5.2¢3 a6 6.2.g5 e6 7.f4 Whe 8. Wd31?
Wxb2 9.Eb1 Wa3 10.f5

) 1098512 11. 202 WHCT ... 13
D) 10.. 2512 11.2.02 €5 .e.eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et 18
) 10, BFA512 10,2282 1ottt enen 21
d) 10... 2287 11.5XE6 XEB!? oottt 25
€) 10...267 11.fX€6 FXE6 12. 262 GNCH.....oeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeere e 30
f) 10...2e7 11.fxe6 fxe6 12.2e2 Wa5 with 15.E 81 ...covvcvveecereeeeeeeeeeeeee 33
g) 10...2e7 11.fxe6 fxe6 12. 262 Wa5 with 15.Wh3 .....cocovveeerieeeeeceeee, 37

h) 10...£2.e7 11.fxe6 fxe6 12.2.62 Wa5 With 15.8517 ....ovveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 43
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a) 10...%a512 11.2d2 Wc7

1. e4 ¢5 2. H)f3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. P \xd4
&\f6 5. &\c3 a6 6. 285 6 7. f4 Whe

EAsl &8 E|

A Ad 4

AW 3id
a

NAA
2
A& A A A
B DugellE

Position after: 7... Wb6

The Poisoned Pawn Variation, which
has the reputation of being the most
bulletproof defence against 6.£.g5.

8. Wd31?

An interesting alternative to the 8.%d2
main line. As we will see, in the main
lines Black doesn't face too many prob-
lems, but White has a promising practi-
cal try in the form of 15.e5!?.

8... Wxb2 9. Eb1 Wa3 10. f5 Was!?
(see diagram next column)

A very interesting alternative to the
main line. Its lack of popularity is surpri-
sing, because Black doesn't face too ma-
ny theoretical problems.

11. £d2

EAes @8 E|
i P 3
F did
Wy Al
2 A
ALY
AL A A A
Bl @2l B

Position after: 10... Was5!1?

A) 11. 2xf6 gxf6 12. Wea

EAS @8 X
F 3 4 A
i 441
E A
W A
&)
AL A AA
2 DLl E

Position after: 12. Wca

12... 2d8 [12... Dc6!? A good recom-
mendation of Andriasyan. 13. &xc6
bxc6 14. Wxce+ 2d8 15. £d3 Ha7 16.
Whe+ Wxb6 17. Exb6= Black is slightly
behind in development, but he has the
bishop pair and the good structure.] 13.
Le2 Y\d7 14. fxe6 De5 15. e7+ Lxe7
16. Wh3 Wes 17. Ed1 D6 18. Wea
Wxca 19. Lxcd Dxd4 20. Exds Leb=
White's control over the d5-square off-
sets Black's extra pawn.

B) 11. Wca &bd7! 12. fxe6 Wxgs 13.
exf7+ De7 14. Wee+ &d8 15. Wes+




14

The Najdorf £g5 Revisited (Volume 2)

Dxe8 16. Heb+ Le7 17. fxe8=W+
Dxe8 18. @ng

E & @8 K
i A F O
i i
2\

A
2

Al A AlA
2 e H

Position after: 18. &\xg5

B1) 18... @e5 This is a fully viable al-
ternative. 19. Nds Ea7 20. Hb6
£d721. D3 Le722. Dxe5 dxe5 23.
Lc4 B8 24. Ef1 Exfl+ 25. &xf1
£.¢526. Le2 ©d8 27. Dxd7 Lxd7x
White has a nominal edge thanks to
their better bishop, but it is impossi-
ble to exploit it due to opposite-col-
oured bishops.

B2) 18... Ea7 19. &\d5 He5 trans-
poses to B1 above.

B3) 18.. &5 19. PNd5 Le7 20.
N7+ Dd8 21. Dxa8 Lxgs5 22. Y\b6
Dxed

AlLA Al
2 e E

Position after: 22... Hxed

23. Qxc8 [Not 23. 2.d3? 2d2+! 24.
Dd1 Lga+25. Le2 Lg5! 26. Lxga
N3+ 27. Del PDxb1F when Black is
simply a pawn up.] 23... @xc8 24.
£.d3 Ee825. £xe4 Bxes+ 26. Ld1

& [=
i A
i i
L
) ¢
Al A AlA
=) =S

Position after: 26. ©d1

Now Black has to show some preci-
sion. 26... Ed4+127. ©e2 Eesd+! 28.
&d3 Ee3+! 29. ©c4 Ee2! 30. ©b3
£f6!31. Ebd1 Ld7 Black should ta-
ke one pawn back and achieve equal-
ity, e.g. 32. Ehgl b5 33. h3 &c6 34.
a4 bxad+ 35. ©xa4 Exc2=

11... Wc7 12. fxe6 fxe6 13. Le2 Y\c6
13... £e7 transposes to the main line.

14. xc6

E & @8 K=
AW F 3
FYRAY WY

AlARLIAIA
E & ' B

Position after: 14. &\xc6
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14... Wxc6

14... bxc6? Here Andriasyan missed a
strong resource: 15. e5! dxe5 16. Ned
and White crashes through with a series
of powerful moves. 16.. £e7 17.
Dxfe+ Lxf6 18. Lh5+! g6 19. 0-0! 0-0

) 4 K} Ee |0
W i
Alaasa
) L
W
AlAE WAR
i EQ |

Position after: 19... 0-0

20. £xg6! hxgb 21. 2h6! Lg7 22.
E xfa+ &xf8 23. Ef1+ g8 24. Wxg6
Whe+ 25. ©h1 Ea7 26. ha! ed 27.
Lxg7 Exg7 28. Weg+ Lh7 29. Wxcs
Wd4 30. Wyeb e3 31. Wis+ Hgg 32.
Efa) Wd1+ 33. ©h2 Wde 34. Wie+—
Black can't avoid a lost rook endgame.

15.0-0 2.7 16. e5

E & @
i L2 i
A Wai4
&

|
i

ALY
ANAGLMAR
it i)

Position after: 16. e5

16... Wes+

16... dxe5? 17. Exf6! £xf6 18. £h5+
g6 19. £.xg6+ hxgb 20. Wxge+ &d7 21.
Wyfe Wes+ 22. Sh1 Efg 23. Wg7+
We7

) K X o
Al oW
4
i
2
Al AR A
p=¢ &

Position after: 23... We7

Here instead of Andriasyan's 24.%xe5,
White should rather play 24. Wg3! b5
25. Ed1 &6 26. Wxes Wie 27. Wea+
D7 28. Wd3i+— with threats of Yed
and a decisive attack.

17. Le3 Wxes 18. £.d4 Wgs

E & & E|
i & 4i
i Aia
7
2
ALY
A A A RA:
)=¢ =g

Position after: 18... Wg5

19. Exfé!?
A challenging exchange sacrifice.

19. Ya4 b5 20. Db Lb7 21. Wh3
Ebsg
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& Efo
i ] i
ia

-
e (S5 o

F )
F

W
&

&
ALALLRL AR

2 p=§e)

Position after: 21... Eb8

We are way past established theory, so
we should just conclude with a few sam-
ple lines: 22. b3 [22. a4 0-0 23. axb5
axb5 24. Wxe6+ ©h8 25. 2.3 L .xf3 26.
Exf3 Efes=]22... Wd2 23. £d3 Wg5

X oo E|[o

£ L2 4

A0\ 4414

i Wy

2

g2 1

AN A AA
p=qe)

Position after: 23... Wg5

24. Le2=[24. a4 Wga 25. Wxga Pxga
26. axb5 a5=; 24. c4 b4 25. 22 Wd2
26. £d3 Wgs=]

19... £xf6

19... gxf6? 20. Ded Wg6 21. 2.xf6 d5
22. 2xe7 Wxes 23. Wa3 Wes [23...
Wye2 24, £g5 ©d7 25. We7+ Lc6 26.
£f44+-]24. Efl+

20. 2xf6

Kol @ Eln
i i
Al a8
NY
AllaNalaR
= @

Position after: 20. £xf6
20... Wxfe

20... gxf6? 21. Ded Wes 22. Hxde+
D8 23. Wa3! Andriasyan missed this
winning move. 23... ©g7 24. Eb3 Ef8
25. Dcal Wda+ 26. ©f1 Wa1+27. &f2
Wda+ 28. el Wal+ 29. ©d2 Edg+
30. Ed3 Exd3+31. £xd3

E 8 =
i CFY
i Ak
A
iy kol
ALLAR AA
iy

Position after: 31. £xd3

It turns out that even exchanging the
rooks doesn't fix Black's issues: 31...
Wda 32. We7+ g8 33. c3 W2+ 34.
D1 15 35. Wds+ g7 36. Db6+— with
decisive material gains for White.

21. DNed Wes 22. Nxd6+ De7
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Y El
Al & da
A0 \a
W
W
AANS AR
A &

Position after: 22... ©e7

White has quite a few tries, but after
each Black has ways to reach safety.

23. Hca

A) 23. Ed1 b5 24. Wa3 Wye2 25.
Nxc8+ Bf6 26. W3+ Bgb

XD |
A4
i Ale
i
1
AN AWM AR
E @

Position after: 26... ©g6

27. Bel [27. De7+ ©f7 28. Ef1+
Wyf1+ 29. Dxfl Dxe7 30. Wxg7+
Dd6-] 27... Wxel+ 28. Wxel Ehxc8
29. Wxe6+ ©g5= White has no way to
utilise Black’s exposed king position.

B) 23. Dxb7 £xb7 24. Exb7+ Hf8 25.
Wd7 Wa1+ 26. 21 Wie 27. Wde+
Lg828. 2.c4 Wa1+29. &1 Wre=

£ @ K
g Adi
4 W
ANA A A

2D

Position after: 29... Wfe=

Black saves himself by means of a
switchback.

23... Wes+ 24. Dh1 b5 25. Weq

E & E|s
© 414
F i
AW
Y
ALALLL L AA
= =%

Position after: 25. We4
25... bxca4

25... Ea7isalso possible: 26. Ye5 Le8
27. 2h5+ g6 28. Lxgb+ hxg6 29.
Wygo+ Ld8 30. Wie+ &c7 31. Wxhs
Wrxc2=.

26. Wxa8 g6 27. Wea f6 28. Lxca
Qg7=

The complications end in a pretty dry
and equal position.
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b) 10...%a5!? 11.2d2 e5

1. ed c5 2. 93 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Hxd4
f6 5. Nc3 a6 6. 2.5 €6 7. f4 Whe 8.
Wd31? Wxb2 9. Eb1 Wa3 10. f5 Was!?
11. £d2 e5

EAe Se E|
i Adi
i i A
Wy ' I
9\ A
2
ALLAR A A
)= Do B

Position after: 11... e5
12. Nde2!

The best move, and one not mentioned
by Andriasyan.

A) 12. Db3?1 W7

b [uit
0

Position after: 12... Wc7

Al) 13. Le2 Andriasyan mentions
only 13...b6, but stronger is 13...
N\bd7 14. a4 [14. g4?! b51F] 14... b6
15. g4 h6 16. h4 £b7F White will

have a hard time trying to demonstra-
te compensation for the pawn.

A2) 13. g4 h6! [13... b5 also gives
some advantage, but not as much!]
14. g5 b4 15. gxf6 bxc3 16. &xc3 g6
17. 2a5 Wc6F] 14. ha [14. £g2 b5
15. h4 transposes] 14... b5 15. £g2 b4
16. d5 Dxds 17. Wxds 96 18.
Na5 2d7 19. Dxc6 Lxco 20. Wea
a521.c3 Le77F

X @ Kl
W 2ia
L4 i

i A4
AYT AN AR
A

Al H HR
E & B

Position after: 21... £e7F

White can take back the pawn; but re-
mains overextended on the kingside,
and can't castle because of the hang-
ing h4-pawn.

B) 12. Dd5?! Wxa2 13. Nc3 Was 14.

Nds

EAS @@ E
F 3 A4
a
A

i i

W AV |
AN A
Wy

AR AR
g Ll H

Position after: 14. #\d5
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14... Wd8! [There is no need to repeat
the position with 14... Wa2.] 15. Dxfe+
Wxfe 16. De2 Wds 17. Nc3 Le7 18.
&A\d5 b5F White lacks sufficient com-
pensation for the two pawns.

EAL €8 K=
4 444
i F 3

=1 i A

A
Ny
Al ARN AA
E ol B

Position after: 12. &\de2!

12... Wdg 13. g4!

Sacrificing another pawn in order not to
let the flame of the initiative flicker.

13... Dxga 14. Dd5

EAsUed K|
i P W Y
i i
O A
alla
]
AL ARN A
BN SLNE

Position after: 14. &\d5

14... Dd7!

This non-obvious choice is the only fully
satisfactory one.

A) 14..b5?115. Egl

EALWea Kl
A4
Al &
ALK s
Al A
&
Al ARD )
BT QB

Position after: 15. Eg1

Al) 15... D6 16. Dxfe+ gxf6

EAcWes E|
Al 4
Al A &
Al A
A
W
Al ARANT A
Ef ©aH

Position after: 16... gxf6

17. ad! [17. c4 d5! 18. exd5 £\d7 19.
We2 b4 20. 2xb4d Lxba+ 21. Exb4
\c5=]17...d5 18. exd5 d7 19. axb5
axb5 20. Dc3+

E aWe
A

8 Ef
4 4

F 3
A A AKAA

N
AR a

2 DoH

Position after: 20. &)c3+

White regains the pawn and presser-
ves the initiative.
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A2) 15...h516. Dec3 Le7 17. Nxe7
Wye7 18. Wh3 Ef8 19. adx

EAL @E ||
Waa
Al &
Al HalTa
A Al A
A )
AR A
Bl ®oH

Position after: 19. a4%

White has a big initiative for the
pawn.

B) 14... £e7?! 15. Nxe7! [15. L\b6?!
Nd7116. Dxa8 b5 17. a4 A c5 18. Wh3
h5 19. £g2 £b7 20. axb5 axb5 21. 0-0
Lxa8 22. Yc3 Lc6= Black has great
compensation for the exchange.] 15...
Wye7 16. Eg1!

-

Position after: 16. Eg1!

B1) 16... Wha+? 17. Eg3 Hd7 [17...
N6 18. £g2! Nd4 19. Dxd4 exd4
20. Wxd4 0-0 21. Wxde+] 18. &c3!
(see analysis diagram next column)

B1.1) 18... 0-0 19. h3+- Black loses
material.

X & & K=
A A 141i
i i
iA
AL AW
24 P=¢
Alla B A
D2

Position after: 18. &\c3!

B1.2) 18... b5 19. Wxd6 £b7 [19...
Nxh2 20. D d51+- The threat of f6 is
irresistible.] 20. Bd1! Edg 21.
L xb51+—

B2) 16... 26 17. £b4+ White takes
back the pawn and has the bishop pair

and is ahead in development.

15. We3 E a7 16. Hc7+ De7 17. L85+

Dgf6
LW & Kl
EiNA 444
i i A
AL
A
By
ALAL & )
)=¢ Do B

Position after: 17... ?gf6
Black is ready for ...b5, so White has

nothing better than a repetition of posi-
tion.

18. Nd5+ De8 19. Hc7+=
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c) 10...%%a51? 11.2e2

1. ed c5 2. 93 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Hxd4
f6 5. Nc3 a6 6. 2.5 €6 7. f4 Whe 8.
Wd31? Wxb2 9. Eb1 Wa3 10. f5 Was!?
11. Le2

EHe @o E|»
i Adi

i did

Wy AL
9\ A
2

Allal 2l ala

)= D )=

Position after: 11. 2e2

11... Dbd7

11... £e7 12. £d2 transposes to 10...

Le711. Le2.

The main alternative is: 11... &c6 12.

Axc6 bxcb and now:

A) 13.0-0 £e714. Le3

X 2 @ E|w
Adi

Position after: 14. 23

A1) 14... d5 (as given by Andriasyan)
is quite risky because of 15. e5! A\d7
16. fxe6 fxe6 17. £d2! White sacrifi-
ces another pawn, but gets a huge in-
itiative in return.

Al.1) 17.. &Dxe5 18. Wg3 We7
19. Dad! 2.d6 [19... Zf8 20. c4l+]
20. b6 Eb8 21. Dxc8 Excs 22.
fxab Eb8 23. Exbg+ Wxbg 24.
Wyg7 E825. Le3+ White has the
bishop pair, the safer king and the
passed a-pawn.

A1.2) 17..%c718. Na4l
E & @  El
Was 41
A 4 &
44
&)
Wy
ANABLN AR
g 2D

Position after: 18. &a4!

Now Black should make a strong
prophylactic move: 18... g6! [18...
Wye5 19. Ebel W7 20. £h5+ g6
21. Wh3 Ef8 22. 2g4 Exfl+ 23.
Exfl Wes 24. L2xe6 Wda+ 25.
Le3 Wha 26. Wxha 2xh4 27. cat
White retains the initiative in the
endgame.] 19. c4 Efg 20. £c3
5! 21. Dxe5 Lxcs+ 22. ©h1
Ha7=
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Do [

B 8 (1o
= (@
| J

)

&
A L AlA

2 =gl

Position after: 22... Ea7!=

After a series of precise moves Black
has stayed in the game, although
White has nice compensation for
the pawn.

A2) 14.. W7 15. 2be Wd7 16.
£d40-017. Das Wc7 18. Lb6 Wd7
19. £d4

) 0
&

F 3
)
a

Position after: 19. £d4

19... Wds [Or 19... Wc7, with an im-
mediate repetition.] 20. @b Ebs
21. Dixc8 Wxc8 22. Exbs Wxbg 23.
fxe6 fxeb 24. Wxa6= The position is
completely equal, as Black's better
structure compensates for White's
bishop pair.

B) 13. £xf6 gxf6 14.0-0 Le7 15. ©h1
h5= White has the initiative for the
pawn, but Black's position is solid.

12. fxeb6

12. 0-0 & e5 This is analysed in detail by
Andriasyan and most of his analysis is
correct. [12... e5 13. \b3 W7 14. a4
£e7 15. Nd2= White plans the typical
A c4-e3 manoeuvre, and keeps just
enough play for the pawn.] 13. Wh3
Le7

)= E®

Position after: 13... 2.e7

14. fxe6 [14. Eb3? Andriasyan attaches
an exclamation mark to this move,
which | don't understand. After 14... 0-0
15. ©h1 b5F White has absolutely
nothing for the pawn.] 14... Wc5 15.
We3 fxe6 16. 2xf6 Lxf6 17. E xf6 gxf6
18. Das Wc7 19. Dbe Eb8 20. Lh5+
Nf7

Eo & X0
AW A i
A0\ 4 ik
2
A A
1
ALLA A8
-4 o)

Position after: 20... {7

21. Dxc8 [21. Whe s 22. Wxfe 0-0
23. \d5 exd5 24. &xf7+ Exf7 25.
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Weos+ Dfg 26. Wds+ Lg7 27. Wg5+=]
21... Wxc8 22. £g4 [22. Whe Wes 23.
c3 Wgs 24. Wxgs fxgs 25. Ef1 0-0 26.
Nxeb Des5 27. Exfe+ Exf8 28. Dxf8
®xf8= The endgame is drawish, but
Black is more comfortable due to the
powerful knight.] 22... 2d8 23. £h5+

EWAe K
A i
Al Aia
L

DA

W
AN A AR
= &

Position after: 23. £h5+

23... ©d7 [Black can also just repeat the
position with 23... &\f7.] 24. Whe Wc5
25. Wg7+ D8 26. 3 Wxhs 27. Wxhs
Wes 28. Wxh7 bs 29. N3 Wes+ 30.
&h1 Eb7 31. Whe Ec7 32. Wxfe
Wxc3=

12... fxeb

E & de E[
i A i
i did
iy joy
9\ A
N
allal 2 AlA
)= D )=

Position after: 12... fxe6

13. We3

A) 13. £d2

A1) 13... &\c5 is also possible, with
the following lengthy forcing varia-
tion: 14. Wh3 Le7 15. £h5+ Dxhs
16. Wxh5+ g6 17. Whe £f6 18. L\d5
Wdg 19. Dxfe+ Wxfe 20. D3 Dxes
21. 0-0 g5 22. Wxfe xf6 23. Pxgs
De7 24. £c3 Ef8 25. Dxe6 Lxeb
26. Ebel+ Dd5 27. &xfe Ef7 28.
Ee8b529. 2b2 Exf1+30. ©xf1 ba=
It all ends in an equal opposite-col-
oured bishop endgame.

A2) 13... Wes 14. O3 Wes 15. Ngs
Nes5 16. Wh3 £d7 17. Exb7 Wcs
18. Exd7 Wxd7

X #8 E|
L W
Al a4
a o
A
&) L
AlAQATN AR
© | B

Position after: 18... Wxd7

A2.1) 19. Dxe6 Df7 20. Dg5+
Dg8 21. Wg3 [21. Wxd7 H\fxd7=]
21... Re7= The position remains
highly complicated, with White hav-
ing just enough compensation for
the exchange.

A2.2) 19. 0-0 Le7 20. Dxe6 Df7
21. Dg5+ Dg8 22. PNeb [22. Wxd7
Nfxd7 23. Dd5 Lxg5 24. £xg5 h6
25. 2e7 Hcg=] 22... ©f7 23.
Ng5+=
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B) 13. 0-0!? A highly dangerous piece

sacrifice. 13

‘%’g?;

... Wxgs 14. Hxe6 Was 15.

B1.2)16... Wes5 17. Wh3 &5 18.
B 15 Wxe6 19. 2xe6 Lxe6 20. e5
Dd8 21. exf6

R e @8 Kl
Al A i
Al aALa
W
A
&) g
ANANLE AR

2 p=§e)

Position after: 15. Wg3

B1) 15.. ©e7? 16. Lc4!

B1.1) 16... De5? 17. Dd5+! Pxd5
[After 17... Dxe6 18. Dxfe+ Dxcs
19. Dd5 2d7 20. Ef7+ Des 21.
Exg71+ Black gets killed.] 18.
£xd5 h6 19. Dxf8 Wes+ 20. &hi
g5 21. ha! Eb8

) 1 7 K
F F i
&

a

Al A A
=4 g &
Position after: 21... b8
22. Ef7+1 Dxf7 23. Dgb+ Ld8 24.
W31 b5 25, Wee+ Sc726. Eb31 b4
27. a3! a5 28. axb4 axb4 29. Wxf7+
£.d7 30. ©xh8 Exh8 31. e5! Wda

32. e6 Wa1+ 33. ©h2 Wes+ 34. g3
We2+ 35, 2g2 Wxe6 36. W2+

B2) 15... 7! This counter-intuitive
move is the best. 16. #\f4 [16. £c4
Wes 17. Ef4 g6 18. Nc7+ Lg7 19.
Neb+ Df7=] 16... Wes5 17. Hcd5 bs
18. £h5+ Hxh5 19. YNd3+ g8 20.
Exfe+ ©xf8 21. Wi+ Qhfe 22.
Nxe5 Dxes5 23. Wy Bf7 24. Ef1
Ee8 25. Yxfe gxfe 26. Wxfe+ Lg8
27. Wos+ Hh8 28. Wie+=

13... De5 14. £.xf6 gxf6 15. 0-0 L7
16. 2h5+ £g6 17. 25 0-0 18. Lxgb
hxg6 19. Y\xd6=

X ¢ Ego |u
i y
i AT Y W
iy
A
5
AL A A A
2 o)

Position after: 19. Y\xd6=

The position is dynamically balanced. A
possible follow-up is:

19... Wgs5 20. Whe £d7 21. Ef3 L¢6
22. Eg3 Wes 23. H\ca Whs 24. Eh3
W5 25, Eg3=

With a move repetition.
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1. ed ¢5 2. D3 d6 3. d4 cxd4 4. Nxda
f6 5. Nc3 a6 6. 2.5 €6 7. f4 Whe 8.
Wd31? Wxb2 9. Eb1 Wa3 10. 5 Le7

Position after: 10... 2e7
11. fxe6

11. £e2 This continuation fails to im-
press. 11... Wa5 12. £d2 [12. 0-0 0-0
13. £2d2 Wc7 14. fxe6 fxeb transposes
to 14. 0-0 in the main line.] 12... e5!
[12... Wc7 13. fxeb fxeb transposes to
the main line, but Black can play f99or
more with 12...e5!.] 13. \d5 Wdg 14.
Nxe7 Wxe7 15. Db3

Position after: 15. #\b3

A) 15... 96 16.a4 0-017. g4

Al)Importantly, 17... h6? is wrong be-
cause of 18. g5! hxg5 19. £xg5 d5 20.
c3! Wde [Or 20... dxe4 21. Wh31+
with a strong attack after Eg1.] 21.
DNd21+

Position after: 21. Nd2!+

White is ready for £g1 and Wg3 with
a powerful attack.

A2) 17... &d4! Counterattacking in
the centre. 18. @\xd4 [The point is 18.
g5? Dxedl 19. f6 Wc7F] 18... exdd
19. 0-0 Dxed 20. Wxda Nxd2 21.
Wyd2 Wes 22. £f3

Position after: 22. £f3

22... Eb8 White has to be more pre-
cise to keep equality here: [It is less
strong to force matters with 22... h5
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23. f6 hxga 24. fxg7 Ee8 25. £d5
£e626. £xb7 Eabg 27. Whe Wxg7
28. Wxg7+ Dxg7 29. Lxab=] 23.
2d5 £d7 24. c4! &6 25. f6! Kxd5
26. Ebell Le4 27. Efs Lxf5 28.
Exe5 dxe5 29. gxf5 gxfé 30. Whe=
when Black's king is too exposed to
possible perpetuals for Black to be
better.

]
i
G

Position after: 30. Whe=

B) 15... Nbd7 16. g4 h6 17. £b4 &\c5
18. Dxc5 dxcs5 19. £as5 Wd7 20.
Wyd7+ £xd7 21. Exb7 0-0 22. Ec7
Efc823.ha £c6=

£ X & |
B Waa
Al 2 A &
2 A WA
AN AR
ANARNLR
@ | 5

Position after: 23... 2c6=

In Trofimov — Leeman, email 2018 a
draw was agreed. A possible continua-
tion is 24. Eh3 £xe4 25. Ee3 &£xc2
26. Exe5 c4 27. &xc4 Exc7 28. Lxc7
Dxga 29. Ee7 £.xf530. Exf7 He3 31.

2b3 2c2 32. Le6 Ee8 33. Ee7+
Dfg-.

C) 15... 0-0 A simple way to achieve a
slight edge. 16. £b4 [After 16. g4?!
Black has a nice tactical retort: 16...
b5!1F with the idea 17. g5? Yxe4! 18. f6
We7—+] 16... Ed8 17. Ed1l b6 18.
Axd6 Weg 19. We3 2b7 20. £f3 a5
21.0-0 h6 22. c4 Dbd7F

) 4 W @

[m]

AR
D=4Rp=4~2]

Position after: 22... A\bd7F

Black has a better structure, and Whi-
te's bishop-pair is not much use.

EAS @ K=
Al Salka
P Y
£
AL
W oY
AR A AR
B $He =

Position after 11.fxe6
11... £xe6!?

According to my databases, this game
was played only in one correspondence
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game. | find this surprising, because the
move is fully playable!

12. Exb7 Wes
XA @ E|
p= 2441
F 3 A4
Wy el
A
N
AL A A A
e E

Position after: 12... Wc5
13. L¢3

13. 9\d5 £.xd5 14. exd5 h6! The point is
to have the ...%a5+ not allowing £d2.
15. We3 Was+ 16. &d1 0-0 17. &)f5
Hxds 18. Dxe7+ Dxe7 19. Wxe7
Wxgs5 20. Wxg5 hxg5= White's activity
is enough to compensate for the pawn,
but that is all.

13... Wcg 14. E xe7+! &xe7 15. Hd5+!
L2 xd5 16. D\f5+

Y |
@iidi
i i A
25
A
7o)
AL A A A
Bal |8

Position after: 16. ) f5+

Two king retreats are playable now.
16... ©d7

16... &8 17. exd5 Nbd7 18. Wa3 W7
19. £d3

A) 19... Dxd520. 2d4 Ee8+21. £d2

E@ K=
Wa 1441

A 4

a »n

o}

i e
AlLLAR AA
g

Position after: 21. ©d2

21... De5! [After 21... D7f6? 22. Ebl
Dg8 23. Wxab h5 24. ad+ White has
massive play for the exchange.] 22.
Helf623. Dxd6 Be7

Al) 24. 2xe5 Exe5!

@ Ko
Wy di
'Y EA
AxE
W L
ALLAD AA
p=4

There is no dangerous discovered
check. 25. Exe5 [25. Eb1 Ee6! 26.
Eb7 Wxde 27. Wxde+ Exd6 28.
E b8+ ©f7 29. Exhg=] 25... fxe5 26.
2.4 Whe! 27. £xd5 Wda+ 28. Dc1
Wa1+29. d2 Wda+=
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A2) 24. 5 Pxd3 25. Dxe7 Dxe7
26. ©xd3 D7 27. Wxae Of5 28.
Wea+ Wxca+ 29. Dxca Eag=

¢ [m]
FOF

e @

&L

AL A AA

Position after: 29... Eag=

Black takes back the pawn, reaching
an equal endgame.

B) 19... £e820.0-0 Exe3!

@ E|o
Wa 141
i A 4
ALY
&y LR
AL A AA
o)

Position after: 20... £ xe3!

Removing the powerful dark-squared
bishop. 21. Pxe3 Whe 22. Eel g6 23.
Wyxae Wpa 24. &f1 Wia+ 25. &gl

Wha-
® K|

A i i

[y A Ai
A

Wy
20

AL A AA
=4

Position after: 25... Wha=

17. exd5 Wh7

EA

Position after: 17... Wb7
18. Le2

18. c4 This is potentially dangerous un-
less Black plays the exchange counter-
sacrifice: 18... Ze8119. £e2 Exe3!20.
Dxe3 Wba+ 21, Wd2 Wxd2+22. Dxd2
&c7=Black is on the more pleasant side
of equality thanks to their dark-square
supremacy.

18... Wxds 19. Hxg7 Wxd3 20. Lxd3

EA K|
@ A7) A
A i A
28
ALLA A8
e =

Position after: 20. £xd3

Now Black has two options to simplify
the position and an option to keep
things unclear.



